	My Place


	Stage: 3 – Year 6
	Duration: 6 weeks

	Unit overview: 

	This unit of work has been prepared for a stage 3 class of 28 students, 15 girls and 13 boys. Students form a multicultural classroom and are generally from middle class working families.  The school is located in a regional coastal town.

This unit will allow students to utilise their own situations and surroundings to make comparisons with the experiences of children throughout Australia’s history. Students are very familiar with Nadia Wheatley’s story, ‘My Place’, and will draw from this to explore timelines, maps, indigenous culture and the development of Australian identity. Students will be fully immersed in this unit as all KLA’s are integrated. Students explore their own town and focus on topics of interest to them to build their knowledge base. Lessons aim to engage and motivate students as they make connections between new ideas and their own perceptions. Gifted students will be provided with resources and facilities to extend their knowledge.

	Pre-assessment: Diagnostic

	Show students the front cover of ‘My Place’. Unpack its meaning and make predictions about the book. Conduct a class discussion and reflection on what it means students to live in Australia. Encourage them to consider change, culture, environment and family. In small groups students will rotate and respond to different images in the form of a gallery walk. They will utilise their prior knowledge and make inferences and judgments as they brainstorm about the different stimuli.

Following this the teacher will begin a timeline on the wall of the classroom similar to that of the first page in Wheatley’s story. Students will add each character to the timeline and continuously refer and add to it throughout the unit. As a starting point students may add any important events or years they can remember.

	Schedule for lessons:

	The lessons outlined below will take place about 2 weeks into the unit. Students are already very familiar with the book and have spent time working with all characters to understand the different time periods.

Lessons are generally taking place twice a week in the middle block on Tuesdays and Wednesdays and often carry over to the next day.

Due to the KLA integration and students immersion in the theme and activities, students may be given additional time to complete and finalise tasks.  

	Resources:

	· My Place – Nadia Wheatley

· One Night the Moon – Excerpt from Australian Screen

· Belonging – Jeannie Baker
	· Local images and maps – past and present

· Computer access – research facilities


	Lessons


	1

	Topic: If These Leaves Could Talk   

Duration: 2 x 1 hr

	
	Class task
	Gifted task
	Assessment

	
	In Wheatley’s story the Big Tree is a constant throughout time at this ‘place’.

Students are to refer to their established knowledge about the changes that have occurred since colonisation, with reference to Aboriginal perspectives to generate a piece of writing from the tree’s perspective. They will cover from 1788 – 1988 like the book but may continue until the present day if they like.

They may choose to write in a literary form utilizing the story or to add facts and research in as well. Students will accompany their finished product with illustrations.


	In Wheatley’s story the Big Tree is a constant throughout time at this ‘place’.

Gifted students are to write from the tree’s perspective about how life would be if these changes hadn’t occurred. They already have an understanding of the effects of colonisation so will be stimulated to think about what this country might be like if the first fleet never landed, e.g. would we still live the indigenous way of life? Would we have buildings, technology, etc.

They will research to support their arguments and present their work in a creative manner with drawings and pictures to support their ideas.  


	Formative:

Teacher will observe students as they research, plan and compose their work. 

Summative:

Students final work samples will be marked according to their ability to display their understanding and convey meaning


	2
	Topic: This Land is Mine..? This Land is Me..?     

Duration: 2 x 1 hr

	
	Class task
	Gifted task
	Assessment

	
	Barangaroo makes the final entry of the story in 1788. He says, ‘I belong to this place’, juxtaposing the idea of ‘My Place’ used in the title and every other entry. 

Students will explore Aboriginal values and their relationship with the land. The class will watch a video clip from ‘One Night the Moon’, which shows a distinct comparison between the different values.

Students will critically analyse the audio and visual techniques used by the director in the excerpt. They will be provided with a worksheet to make individual notes, work with a partner and contribute to a class discussion (think-pair-share).

Teacher will introduce the concept of ‘terra nullius’ and after making comparisons students will discuss/debate this term in reference to Aboriginal values of ‘belonging’ to the land.


	Barangaroo makes the final entry of the story in 1788. He says, ‘I belong to this place’, juxtaposing the idea of ‘My Place’ used in the title and every other entry. 

Students will explore Aboriginal values and their relationship with the land. The class will watch video clip from ‘One Night the Moon’, which shows a distinct comparison between the different values (Appendix 2).

Students will further explore issues surrounding the land by researching land rights and significant events have taken place. Students will highlight the positive effects that events such as Mabo and Wik have had on Reconciliation and Moving Forward. They will also refer to the idea of ‘terra nullius’.

Students will present their work in the form of an exposition where present a series of arguments aiming to persuade readers support their opinions and arguments with facts.
	Formative:

Teacher will observe and record students’ participation in class discussion and the clarity of their responses.

Summative:

Gifted students expositions will be assessed in accordance of their ability to collaborate the facts, present their opinions and generate a cohesive argument to support these.




	3

	Topic: Mapping Change    

Duration: 2 x 1 hr

	
	Class task
	Gifted task
	Assessment

	
	Over the past few lessons students have developed new perspectives about ‘place’ and ‘belonging’.

They are now asked to look at their community/location and present it in a map similar to the children in Wheatley’s story.

They are to highlight any important places, e.g. the football field, the beach, the toy shop, etc.

Students will be given grid paper and asked to focus on direction and proportion as they represent ‘their place’. 


	Gifted students will research their ‘place’ and provide the teacher and class with a visual comparison in the form of a map. 

Students will refer to old town maps and photos to construct a map that highlights the changes that the town has undergone in the past 50, 100 or 200 years (choose a number that is appropriate for your location).

Students will also focus on direction and proportion but also on the landscape and the changes that have occurred, e.g. hills might be dug into and gone, paddocks might now be residential estates.

	Summative:

Maps will be assessed to highlight students’ competency in direction and proportion.

Gifted students will also be assessed on the effectiveness of their ability to show change through the presentation of a map.


	4
	Topic: Future …    

Duration: 2 x 1 hr

	
	Class task
	Gifted task
	Assessment

	
	Read ‘Belonging’ by Jeannie Baker – students discuss changes that have occurred while they’ve been alive, e.g. a pool getting built, extensions to your house, a new road, new housing estates.

Students think about what their ‘place’ (town) looked like 100 or 200 years ago? Who lived here? What did they do?

Students put together a creative piece of writing that collaborates their knowledge as they conceive a character from the past and write about their life in their own town. This activity requires students to develop local community knowledge allows students to delve deeper into Aboriginal perspectives. 


	Read ‘Belonging’ by Jeannie Baker – students discuss changes that have occurred while they’ve been alive, e.g. a pool getting built, extensions to your house, a new road, new housing estates. 

(This will link closely with their mapping work from the previous lesson.)

Students consider the past and the present ‘place’ and create a persona who lives in the future (e.g. 2028 or 2088). Students make predictions about future developments and changes to the area. New people may move here, new buildings may be built, maybe this town becomes a CBD. 

Students utilise their research and knowledge to explore their creativity as they consider the options for the future of their place.
	Formative:

Teacher will observe students’ contribution to discussion and their interpretation of change in their ‘place’.

Summative:

Students’ writing will be recorded as they show an understanding of concepts developed throughout the unit and convey this through a creative writing piece that allows them to incorporate their own ideas as well.

	
	Throughout the unit students are always adding to and referring to the class timeline on the wall. This is a constant throughout all lessons and will provide a basis for reflection at the plenary of each lesson and provide a class resource at the end of the unit.


