Stage 2

Human Society and Its Environment.

Unit: Living in Communities

	Overview:   This unit provides opportunities for students to explore the diversity of different communities within Australia. It examines the characteristics of a community that contribute to its identity as well as the diversity of communities that contribute to an Australian identity.


	Outcomes and Indicators

	CUS2.4

Describes different viewpoints, ways of living, languages and belief systems in a variety of communities.

· describes the cultural, linguistic and religious diversity of communities in Australia

· gathers information and explains the various lifestyles and experiences of different groups within communities in Australia

· examines the different viewpoints that people might have about cultural, linguistic and religious issues that arise in their local community and in other communities

· describes different ways in which citizens can value and respect others, eg acknowledging that people have the right to hold different viewpoints

· examines religious groups and forms of spirituality in the community

· gathers information about, and participates in, local community celebrations

· recognises examples of systemic unfairness, eg discrimination based on race, skin colour, language, religious belief, gender.
	SSS2.7

Describes how and why people and technologies interact to meet needs and explains the effects of these interactions on people and the environment.

· examines the goods and services provided within the community and by community organisations to meet needs

· describes ways in which people cooperate with and depend on one another in their work

· describes ways in which people obtain goods and services in the local community

· identifies some ways in which religious and/or belief systems operate to satisfy needs.

CUS2.3

Explains how shared customs, practices, symbols, languages and traditions in communities contribute to Australian and community identities.

· identifies some of the community groups that people can belong to

· identifies diverse customs, practices and symbols shared by their local community and all communities within Australia

· examines the different perceptions that people living within a community have of that community

· identifies some customs, practices and traditions of their local community, beginning with Aboriginal people

· gathers information about the roles, symbols and practices of some community groups

· listens to and retells traditional, religious and ethical stories that relate to their local community

· identifies major community religions and places of religious significance in their local community, eg temple, church, synagogue, mosque

· locates and identifies evidence of the languages used in their local community, beginning with the original Aboriginal languages

· identifies the advantages and disadvantages of living within a community.

	Resources:

The Board’s website (http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au) lists current available resources such as some selected

background information sheets, websites, texts and other material to support this unit.

Resources and texts about communities, eg Nikki’s Walk by Jane Tanner, including the local community, communities in

Australia and those in other areas of the world; maps and directories, travel brochures, postcards and guide books; material about the different cultures, traditions, practices, customs, celebrations, religious practices and places of religious and spiritual significance within communities.

Traditional, Dreaming and/or religious stories that relate to your community.

Information and source material about events celebrated by people in your community, eg Australia Day/Survival Day, Anzac

Day, Chinese New Year, NAIDOC, Easter, Passover, Feast of Eid.

Resources about the original Aboriginal languages in your local area and, if possible, in other areas. The map ‘Aboriginal

Australia’ (available from the Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies) is a useful guide. The NSW Aboriginal Land Council can also assist with language information.

	Links to other KLA’s:

English: The structure and language features of the text types students create and interpret (see above).

Science and Technology: Content from the Built Environments strand.

Mathematics: 3D models, grouping, graphing.



Unit: # : Learning Experiences

	Learning Sequence 1: Places

· Read and view texts about community life. Ask questions such as: Who lives there? What were the special places? What sort of buildings were there? How were those buildings used? What did the people do? What sort of people lived there? In what ways is our community different? In what ways is it the same?

· Organise for students to complete personal maps of an area of their community with which they are familiar, where they spend most of their time, or which gives meaning to their lives, eg their home, a sports oval, the local park, a religious/spiritual site, an area of the bush, a favourite shop, a popular meeting place. On the map, they could record what they do there and how they get there. Have students share their maps and discuss the significant people who share this familiar area with them.

· Provide opportunities for the students to observe their community, eg ask students to observe what they see and then ask questions such as: What buildings are there? What happens in them? How old are they? What used to happen in some of these buildings? Which buildings do people live in? Which buildings do people work in? What people can they see? What are they doing? Where do people meet? What other areas are there? What happens there? What signs and symbols can you see? Ask them to list their observations and complete retrieval charts. Have them photograph places and aspects of community life, including people, buildings, streets, parks/open spaces, other special places. Label and display these. 
· Discuss the places that people need to live, work and enjoy life in their community. Ask students to look again at the retrieval chart and think about grouping the places and buildings depending on the needs (and wants) of people. List their suggestions, e.g. places that keep us healthy, help get us food, places we use for leisure, for transport, for education, for law enforcement, places of religious or spiritual significance, places for communication. Provide map outlines of the local community and ask student groups to locate the places in their community that provide for their needs (and wants). I

· Consider how different places and areas are used by different groups, eg community/church hall, oval, doctor’s surgery, shopping mall/centre, public garden/park.

· Discuss how the students’ community caters for the needs of people. Consider existing services and how people obtain access to facilities, e.g. through mail catalogues, visitation, home delivery, appointments, advertising. Ask students to gather information about community services for isolated, frail or disabled people, eg the Flying Doctor Service, Meals on Wheels.

· Find out about charity organisations that use paid and unpaid workers to cater for community needs, including religious organisations such as St Vincent de Paul and other organisations such as the Red Cross and the CWA. Invite guest speakers to talk about how they provide access to community facilities and the people that they cater for. Organise excursions, if possible, to visit these services and organisations.

· Provide opportunities for students to help a voluntary organisation within their community.

· Organise for students to complete a mural showing community needs and the related facilities. They could draw their own pictures and cut out magazine pictures. They will need to group the pictures and label the mural. 

· Read and jointly view texts about different communities, including urban and rural communities and communities from other countries. Talk about places in these communities, how they are used and by whom, and how they cater for needs and wants.
Learning Sequence 2: Celebrating

· Discuss events that have recently occurred in the local community. Ask students to interview family and other community members about the events that occur regularly. Organise students to gather information from local newspapers, the Internet and public notices, including posters, about events that are happening now. I

· Have students list and categorise the events that have occurred this year and those which will be occurring. Display this information as a calendar or some other type of retrieval chart.

· As each event occurs, the students should consider how and why their family celebrates the event, how their school celebrates it and how other cultures in the local and wider community, including other countries, celebrate it (eg Blessing of the Fleet, Chinese New Year, Halloween). Consider events that have national significance for Australians but are not celebrated in other countries (eg Australia Day/Survival Day, Anzac Day). Provide opportunities to discuss why a significant event is celebrated, and the value of events, their traditions and customs to community life. Discuss how taking place in celebrations makes an individual feel like they belong to a family or group.

· Have students research information about an event they have attended recently. They should use libraries and interview relevant people about the origins of this event, why it is celebrated and why it is valued. They will need to consider their own opinion of the value of the event and, finally, present their information as a written or spoken discussion. 

	Date
	Evaluation

	Learning Sequence 3: Community Life

· Read texts and organise visitors to present oral recounts and narratives that relate to the local community. They could be traditional texts from different cultures, from the Dreaming and religious stories. Discuss how they relate to people and groups who live in the community and to community life. Provide opportunities to dramatise some of these. 

· Provide opportunities for students to find out about the original languages spoken by the local Aboriginal group, as well as languages spoken by other cultural groups within the local community. Provide opportunities for students to learn songs and expressions in these languages (where appropriate).

· Ask students to think about their life in their local community. Read texts (including poetry) and jointly view visual texts (including interviews) about community life. Discuss how people feel about living in their community. Provide opportunities for students to express how they feel and to reflect on their own life in the community.

· Discuss how students can be involved in community action groups such as local environmental groups. Students could write to local councils to find out about existing groups and current strategies for environmental action.

· Organise for students to communicate with students in another school in Australia or overseas. They could ask these students to describe where they live, the community facilities available, their home and home life, places they go to, their activities, groups they belong to, why they like or don’t like living in their community and what improvements they would make if they could. 

	Date 
	Evaluation


	Assessment:




